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permits and concessions, (2) dne regard for the financial
standing and technical ability of the parties applying for
concessions, (3) the determination of the mine possi-
bilities before granting concessions, (4) the reduction to
a minimum of the preliminary expenses, (5) the forbid-
ding of shareholders from acting independently when
the mine is concessioned in the name of a company, (6)
the definition of the rights and duties of concession
owners, {7} the providing of satisfactory living quarters
for mine workers.

Another improvement which could help the mining
progress would be the creation of a government Bureau
for Geological Surveys. This bureau's task should be
to record data pertaining to the geology and the metal-
lurgy which should serve as a reliable inventory of the
country's mines. It would act as a guide to the mines
actually in operation as well as to the mines to be opened
in the future; it would help in the discovery of mine
basins; it could appraise or estimate the mineral wealth,
define the mineral standing of the country, suggest the
necessary steps for the coming years; and it would pros-
pect mines for the benefit of the government. The utility
of such a bureau would not be reserved only for mines.
It could help the discovery of several quarries and could
also be a factor in furnishing better information concern-
ing the cultivable land areas.

The mining enterprise has in addition to the general
risks of any industrial venture some peculiar risks of its
own; for instance, ore exhaustion, flood, strike, bank-
ruptcy, etc. In order to ameliorate these conditions, it
is necessary to adopt a policy favoring and encouraging
the mine prospectors in this undeveloped country. It
would be advisable to encourage the introduction (by
admitting free of duty) all kinds of tools and machinery
aad material for the use of prospecting, opening, and
operating the mines; and, moreover, to grant all possible